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caring, and the generality of people finding fault with some
or all of them.   Normanby told me yesterday that he was
fully sensible of the inconvenience of such changes, and of
the bad effect they are calculated to produce, but that the
appointment of Poulett Thomson was John EusselPs doing,
that he had been bent upon it, and had carried it, and as he
(Normanby) could not consent to it, and would not be imme-
diately responsible for it, nothing was left but to change-
offices, and let the appointment of Poulett Thomson to
Canada be Lord John's own doing, who would thus admin-
ister the affairs of the Colony with a Governor of his own
choice. He added, that it had been originally intended (when
he left Ireland) that he should take his present office, but
other circumstances had obliged him at that time to go to
the Colonies.   While Normanby quits the Colonies, because
Thomson goes to Canada (as he says), Howick (as Tie says)
resigns, because Normanby goes to the Home Office.    But
the world believes that the change of the one takes pla,ce,,
because Normanby is unequal to the work of the Colonies,
and the resignation of the other, because Howick was not
himself appointed Colonial Secretary. The ostensible ground
for the change is, that the Minister who brings forward the
Canada question in the House of Commons may be well
versed in all the official details, and have immediate personal
control over the local administration; and the excuse for
sending out Thomson, and accepting Colborne's resignation,
is the necessity of appointing a Governor thoroughly ac-
quainted with all that has passed both abroad and at home,
cognisant of the intentions, and possessed of the confidence-
of the Cabinet.   All this will appear to furnish inadequate
grounds for recalling Colborne, who has acted with sense and
vigour, albeit not pretending to be a statesman or a legis-
lator,  A story is told, which shows the levity of the Govern-
ment people, and how they make game of what might be
thought matter of anything but pleasantry to them*   At the
end of the season there is always a fish dinner at Greenwich,,
the whipper-in (Secretary of Treasury), Ben Stanley, in the
chair; and this is on the plan of the Beefsteak Club, every-